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Item 8.01. Other Events.

On January 9, 2009, Pacific Ethanol, Inc. issued a press release announcing the temporary suspension of production at
its Madera, California ethanol production facility. A copy of the press release is furnished (not filed) as Exhibit 99.1 to
this Current Report on Form 8-K and is incorporated herein by reference.

Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(a)           Financial Statements of Businesses Acquired.

Not applicable.

(b)           Pro Forma Financial Information.

Not applicable.

(c)           Shell Company Transactions.

Not applicable.

(d)           Exhibits.

Number Description

99.1 Press Release dated January 9, 2009
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

PACIFIC ETHANOL, INC.

Date: January 9, 2009 By: /s/ CHRISTOPHER W. WRIGHT
Christopher W. Wright
Vice President, General Counsel and
Secretary
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  EXHIBITS FILED WITH THIS REPORT

Number Description

99.1 Press Release dated January 9, 2009
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