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¨ Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR
230.425)

¨ Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR
240.14a-12)

¨ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR
240.14d-2(b))

¨ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR
240.13e-4(c))
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Item 5.02.  Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers;
Compensatory Arrangements of Certain Officers.

Effective on April 19, 2011, the Board of Directors of Riviera Holdings Corporation (the "Company") appointed Larry
King, age 49, as the Company's Chief Financial Officer, Vice President – Finance and Treasurer.  Further, Mr. King
was also appointed as the Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer of the Company's wholly-owned subsidiary Riviera
Operating Corporation ("ROC"), and as the Treasurer of ROC's wholly owned subsidiary Riviera Black Hawk, Inc.

Mr. King fills these positions vacated by Mr. Phillip Simons, who resigned from these positions effective on April 19,
2011.  Mr. Simons has agreed to stay on with the Company and its subsidiaries in an advisory role through April 30,
2011, and the Company has agreed to compensate Mr. Simons through July 31, 2011 in a lump sum payment in the
amount of $62,500 to be paid on or before April 30, 2011.

The Company will pay Mr. King an annual base salary of $240,000 and reimburse him for his health insurance
expenses.

Mr. King is a Certified Public Accountant and brings over 20 years of experience in the hospitality industry, primarily
in the area of finance and accounting.  Before joining the Company, Mr. King served as the Vice President of Finance
for the Sahara Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas between June 2008 and April 2011.  In this role, he was responsible for
all aspects of finance and accounting, including developing and implementing internal controls, financial reporting,
and operations analysis.  Prior to that, Mr. King served as the Vice President of Accounting of Tropicana
Entertainment, a publicly traded company operating casinos and resorts, between October 2006 and June 2008, where
he was responsible for SEC reporting and accounting for the acquisition of Aztar Corporation and implementing
standardized internal controls at all operating units.  Mr. King served as the Senior Director of Finance with the Isle of
Capri Biloxi, a hotel casino located in Biloxi, Mississippi, between July 2005 and October 2006, where he managed
all aspects of hotel and casino accounting for the property.  Mr. King received a Bachelor of Science degree in
Business Administration with a concentration in accounting in 1984 from San Jose State University.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Date:  April 21, 2011 RIVIERA HOLDINGS CORPORATION

By: /s/ Tullio Marcchione
Name: Tullio Marcchione
Title: Secretary
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