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New York, New York 10004

(212) 558-4000

Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale to the public: From time to time after the effective date of
this registration statement.

If the only securities being registered on this Form are being offered pursuant to dividend or interest reinvestment
plans, please check the following box.  ¨

If any of the securities being registered on this Form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to
Rule 415 under the Securities Act of 1933, other than securities offered only in connection with dividend or interest
reinvestment plans, check the following box.  x

If this Form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act,
please check the following box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective
registration statement for the same offering.  ¨

If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, check the following
box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same
offering.  ¨

If this Form is a registration statement pursuant to General Instruction I.D. or a post-effective amendment thereto that
shall become effective upon filing with the Commission pursuant to Rule 462(e) under the Securities Act, check, the
following box.  x

If this Form is a post-effective amendment to a registration statement filed pursuant to General Instruction I.D. filed to
register additional securities or additional classes of securities pursuant to rule 413(b) under the Securities Act, check
the following box.  ¨

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer,
or a smaller reporting company. See the definitions of �large accelerated filer,� �accelerated filer� and �smaller reporting
company� in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act.

Large accelerated filer x Accelerated filer ¨

Non-accelerated filer ¨  (Do not check if a smaller reporting company) Smaller reporting company ¨

CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE
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Title of Each Class of
Securities to be Registered

Amount to be
Registered

Proposed Maximum
Offering Price Per

Unit

Proposed Maximum
Aggregate

Offering Price

Amount of
Registration Fee

(1)(2)
Debt Securities
Common Stock
Preferred Stock
Depositary Shares (3) (1)(2) $0
Warrants (4)
Stock Purchase Contracts
Units

(1) An unspecified aggregate initial offering price or number of the securities of each identified class is being
registered as may from time to time be offered, reoffered or resold, at indeterminate prices. Separate
consideration may or may not be received for securities that are issuable on exercise, conversion or exchange of
other securities or that are issued in units or represented by depositary shares. In reliance on Rule 456(b) and Rule
457(r) under the Securities Act, the Registrant hereby defers payment of the registration fee required in
connection with this registration statement.

(2) This registration statement also covers an indeterminate number of debt securities, common stock, preferred
stock, warrants, stock purchase contracts and units of Assurant, Inc. that may be reoffered and resold on an
ongoing basis after their initial sale in remarketing or other resale transactions by the Registrant or affiliates of
the Registrant.

(3) Each depositary share of the Registrant will be issued under a deposit agreement, will represent an interest in a
fractional share or multiple shares of preferred stock of the Registrant and will be evidenced by a depositary
receipt.

(4) Warrants may be sold separately or with senior debt securities, subordinated debt securities, common stock,
preferred stock or depositary shares.
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PROSPECTUS

ASSURANT, INC.

Debt Securities

Common Stock

Preferred Stock

Depositary Shares

Warrants

Stock Purchase Contracts

Units

We may offer these securities or a combination of these securities from time to time on terms to be determined at the
time of the offering. We may sell these securities to or through one or more underwriters, dealers or agents, or directly
to purchasers, on a continued or delayed basis. We will provide the specific terms of the securities and describe the
manner in which they may be offered in supplements to this prospectus. You should read this prospectus and any
supplement carefully before you invest.

Our shares of common stock are listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the trading symbol �AIZ�.

This prospectus and any applicable prospectus supplement may be used in the initial sale of the securities or in resales
by selling securityholders. In addition, Assurant, Inc. or any of its affiliates may use this prospectus and the applicable
prospectus supplement in a remarketing or other resale transaction involving the securities after their initial sale.
These transactions may be executed at negotiated prices that are related to market prices at the time of purchase or
sale, or at other prices, as determined from time to time.

You should consider carefully the risk factors beginning on page 4 of this prospectus and included in our
reports filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission and in any applicable prospectus supplement
before purchasing any of our securities.
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Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or
disapproved of these securities or determined whether this prospectus is truthful or complete. Any
representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

The date of this prospectus is November 4, 2014
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ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS

This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we have filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission (the �SEC�) using a �shelf� registration process. Using this process, we may offer any combination of the
securities described in this prospectus in one or more offerings. This prospectus provides you with a general
description of the securities we may offer and the manner in which they may be offered. Each time we use this
prospectus to offer securities, we will provide a prospectus supplement and, if applicable, a pricing supplement, that
will describe the specific terms of the offering and the specific manner in which the securities will be offered. We and
any underwriter or agent that we may from time to time retain may also provide you with other information relating to
the offering, which we refer to as �other offering material�. The prospectus supplement, pricing supplement and any
other offering material may add to, update or change the information contained in this prospectus. Throughout this
prospectus, where we indicate that material may be supplemented in a prospectus supplement, that information may
also be supplemented in other offering material provided to you. If there is any inconsistency between the information
in this prospectus and any prospectus supplement or other offering material, you should rely on the information in the
prospectus supplement or other offering material. Please carefully read this prospectus, the prospectus supplement, the
pricing supplement and any other offering material together with the information contained in the documents we refer
to under the heading �Where You Can Find More Information�.

We are responsible for the information contained in or incorporated by reference in this prospectus, the
applicable prospectus supplement and any pricing supplement or other offering material, if any, provided by
us or any underwriter or agent that we may from time to time retain. We have not authorized anyone to
provide you with different information and we take no responsibility for any other information that others may
give you. You should assume that the information appearing in or incorporated by reference into this
prospectus, any prospectus supplement and any pricing supplement or other offering material is accurate only
as of the date on its cover page and that any information we have incorporated by reference is accurate only as
of the date of the document incorporated by reference. Our business, financial condition, results of operations
and prospects may have changed since such dates. Neither we nor any underwriters or agent whom we may
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from time to time retain is making or will make an offer of the securities in any jurisdiction where the offer or
sale is not permitted.
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FORWARD-LOOKING INFORMATION

Some of the statements included in this prospectus and the documents incorporated by reference in this prospectus,
particularly those anticipating future financial performance, business prospectus, growth and operating strategies and
similar matters, are forward-looking statements within the meaning of the U.S. Private Securities Litigation Reform
Act of 1995. You can identify these statements by the fact that they may use words such as �will,� �may,� �anticipates,�
�expects,� �estimates,� �projects,� �intends,� �plans,� �believes,� �targets,� �forecasts,� �potential,� �approximately� or the negative
versions of those words and terms with a similar meaning. Any forward-looking statements contained in this
prospectus and the documents incorporated by reference in this prospectus are based upon our historical performance
and on current plans, estimates and expectations. The inclusion of this forward-looking information should not be
regarded as a representation by us or any other person that the future plans, estimates or expectations contemplated by
us will be achieved. Our actual results might differ materially from those indicated in this prospectus and the
documents incorporated by reference in this prospectus. We believe that these factors include but are not limited to
those described under the subsection entitled �Risk Factors� in �Management�s Discussion and Analysis of Financial
Condition and Results of Operations� in our Annual Report on Form 10-K. These factors should not be construed as
exhaustive and should be read in conjunction with the other cautionary statements that are included in this prospectus
and the documents incorporated by reference in this prospectus. We undertake no obligation to update any
forward-looking statements in this prospectus as a result of new information or future events or developments.

The following risk factors could cause our actual results to differ materially from those currently estimated by
management:

� actions by governmental agencies or government-sponsored entities or other circumstances, including
pending regulatory matters affecting our lender-placed insurance business that could result in the reduction
of the premium rates we charge, an increase in expenses, including claims, commissions, fines or penalties,
or other expenses;

� loss of significant client relationships or business, distribution sources and contracts;

� the effects of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 and the Health Care and Education
Reconciliation Act of 2010, and the rules and regulations thereunder, on our health and employee benefits
businesses;

� unfavorable outcomes in litigation and/or regulatory investigations that could negatively affect our business
and reputation;

� current or new laws and regulations that could increase our costs and decrease our revenues;

� significant competitive pressures in our businesses;
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� failure to attract and retain sales representatives or key managers;

� losses due to natural or man-made catastrophes;

� a decline in our credit or financial strength ratings (including the risk of ratings downgrades in the insurance
industry);

� deterioration in the Company�s market capitalization compared to its book value that could result in an
impairment of the Company�s goodwill;

� risks related to our international operations, including fluctuations in exchange rates;

-ii-

Edgar Filing: ASSURANT INC - Form S-3ASR

Table of Contents 10



Table of Contents

� general global economic, financial market and political conditions (including difficult conditions in
financial, capital, credit and currency markets, the global economic slowdown, fluctuations in interest rates
or a prolonged period of low interest rates, monetary policies, unemployment and inflationary pressure);

� failure to find and integrate suitable acquisitions and new ventures;

� cyber security threats and cyber attacks;

� failure to effectively maintain and modernize our information systems;

� data breaches compromising client information and privacy;

� failure to predict or manage benefits, claims and other costs;

� uncertain tax positions and unexpected tax liabilities;

� inadequacy of reserves established for future claims;

� risks related to outsourcing activities;

� unavailability, inadequacy and unaffordable pricing of reinsurance coverage;

� diminished value of invested assets in our investment portfolio (due to, among other things, volatility in
financial markets; the global economic slowdown; credit, currency and liquidity risk; other than temporary
impairments and increases in interest rates);

� insolvency of third parties to whom we have sold or may sell businesses through reinsurance or modified
co-insurance;

� inability of reinsurers to meet their obligations;

� credit risk of some of our agents in Assurant Specialty Property and Assurant Solutions;

� inability of our subsidiaries to pay sufficient dividends;
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� failure to provide for succession of senior management and key executives; and

� cyclicality of the insurance industry.
For a more detailed discussion of the risks that could affect our actual results, please refer to the risk factors identified
in our SEC reports, including, but not limited to, our Annual Reports on Form 10-K and our Quarterly Reports on
Form 10-Q, as filed with the SEC.

-iii-
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ABOUT ASSURANT, INC.

Assurant is a provider of specialty insurance products and related services in North America, Latin America, Europe
and other select worldwide markets. As used in this prospectus, unless we state otherwise or the context indicates
otherwise, �Assurant,� �we,� �our� and similar terms mean Assurant, Inc., and its subsidiaries.

We currently are comprised of four operating segments, Assurant Solutions, Assurant Specialty Property, Assurant
Health and Assurant Employee Benefits, each focused on serving specific segments of the specialty insurance market.
Our business units provide mobile device protection, debt protection administration, credit-related insurance,
warranties and service contracts, pre-funded funeral insurance, lender-placed homeowners insurance, manufactured
housing homeowners insurance, property appraisal, preservation and valuation services, renters insurance and related
products, individual health and small employer group health insurance, group dental insurance, group disability
insurance and group life insurance.

We pursue a differentiated strategy of building leading positions in specialized market segments for insurance
products and related services in North America, Latin America, Europe and other select worldwide markets. These
markets are generally complex, have a relatively limited number of competitors and, we believe, offer attractive
long-term profitable growth opportunities. In these markets, we leverage the experience of our management team and
apply our core capabilities for competitive advantage�managing risk; managing relationships with large distribution
partners; and integrating complex administrative systems. These core capabilities represent areas of expertise which
are evident within each of our businesses. We seek to generate insurance industry top-quartile returns by building on
specialized market knowledge, well-established distribution relationships and, in some businesses, economies of scale.
As a result of our strategy, we are a leader in many of our chosen markets and products. We deploy capital through a
combination of investments in our businesses, share repurchases and dividends. Our approach to mergers, acquisitions
and other growth opportunities reflects our prudent and disciplined approach to managing our capital. Our mergers,
acquisitions and business development process targets new business that complements or supports our existing
business model.

Assurant, Inc. was incorporated in Delaware in October 2003. Our predecessor, Fortis, Inc., was incorporated in
Nevada in April 1969. Fortis, Inc. was merged with and into Assurant, Inc. on February 4, 2004. Our principal
executive offices are located at One Chase Manhattan Plaza, 41st Floor, New York, New York 10005. Our telephone
number is (212) 859-7000.

-1-
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WHERE YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION

We file annual, quarterly and current reports, proxy statements and other information with the SEC. You can read and
copy these materials at the SEC�s public reference room at 100 F Street, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20549. You can
obtain information about the operation of the SEC�s public reference room by calling the SEC at 1-800-SEC-0330. The
SEC also maintains an Internet site that contains information we have filed electronically with the SEC, which you
can access over the Internet at http://www.sec.gov. You can also obtain information about us at the offices of the New
York Stock Exchange, 20 Broad Street, New York, New York 10005 and on our website at http://www.assurant.com.

This prospectus is part of a registration statement we have filed with the SEC relating to the securities we may offer.
As permitted by SEC rules, this prospectus does not contain all of the information we have included in the registration
statement and the accompanying exhibits and schedules we file with the SEC. You may refer to the registration
statement and its exhibits and schedules for more information about us and the securities. The registration statement,
exhibits and schedules are available at the SEC�s public reference room or through its Internet site.

The SEC allows us to �incorporate by reference� the information we have filed with it, which means that we can
disclose important information to you by referring you to those documents. The information we incorporate by
reference is an important part of this prospectus, and later information that we file with the SEC will automatically
update and supersede this information. We incorporate by reference the documents listed below and any future filings
we make with the SEC under Sections 13(a), 13(c), 14 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended
(the �Exchange Act�) after the date of this prospectus and until all of the offered securities are sold other than the
information that is deemed to be furnished and not filed in accordance with SEC rules. The documents we incorporate
by reference are:

� our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2013;

� our Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q for the periods ended March 31, 2014, June 30, 2014 and
September 30, 2014;

� our Current Reports on Form 8-K filed with the SEC on May 6, 2014, May 12, 2014, September 8, 2014,
September 16, 2014, September 18, 2014, October 2, 2014, and October 8, 2014;

� our definitive proxy statements filed on March 25, 2014 and May 6, 2014 pursuant to Section 14 of the
Exchange Act; and

� the description of our common stock contained in the section captioned �Description of Share Capital� in our
prospectus included in the registration statement on Form S-1 (Registration No. 333-121820) originally filed
with the SEC on January 3, 2005 and amended on January 10, 2005.

You may request a copy of these filings, other than an exhibit to these filings unless we have specifically incorporated
that exhibit by reference into the filing, at no cost, by writing or calling:

Assurant, Inc.
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One Chase Manhattan Plaza

41st Floor

New York, New York 10005

Attn: Investor Relations

(212) 859-7000

We are responsible for the information contained or incorporated by reference in this prospectus and the
prospectus supplement and any pricing supplement or other offering material. We have not authorized any
person, including any salesman or broker, to provide information other than that provided in this prospectus,
the prospectus supplement, pricing supplement or other offering material. We have not

-2-
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authorized anyone to provide you with different information and we take no responsibility for any other
information that others may give you. Neither we nor any underwriters or agents whom we may from time to
time retain is making or will make an offer of the securities in any jurisdiction where the offer or sale is not
permitted. You should assume that the information in this prospectus, the prospectus supplement, any pricing
supplement and any other offering material is accurate only as of the date on its cover page and that any
information we have incorporated by reference is accurate only as of the date of the document incorporated by
reference.

-3-
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RISK FACTORS

Investing in our securities involves significant risks. Before making an investment decision, you should carefully
consider the risks and other information we include or incorporate by reference in this prospectus. In particular, you
should consider the risk factors set forth in our most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K filed with the SEC, in each
case as those risk factors are amended or supplemented by subsequent Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q. The risks and
uncertainties we have described are not the only ones facing us. Additional risks and uncertainties not presently
known to us or that we currently deem immaterial may also affect our business operations. Additional risk factors may
be included in a prospectus supplement relating to a particular series or offering of securities.

-4-
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USE OF PROCEEDS

We intend to use the net proceeds from the sale or resale of the securities referenced in this prospectus for (a) general
corporate purposes, which may include, among other things, working capital, contributions of capital to our insurance
underwriting and other subsidiaries, capital expenditures, the repurchase of shares of common stock, the repayment of
short-term borrowings or other debt or acquisitions, or (b) any other purpose disclosed in the applicable prospectus
supplement.

RATIO OF CONSOLIDATED EARNINGS TO FIXED CHARGES

The following table presents our historical ratio of consolidated earnings to fixed charges for the nine-month period
ended September 30, 2014 and for each of the years in the five-year period ended December 31, 2013.

Nine months
ended

September 30,
2014

Year ended December 31,
2013 2012 2011 2010 2009

Historical ratio of consolidated earnings to fixed
charges 13.52 10.10 11.79 11.06 9.22 10.58
Earnings represent:

� Income from operations before income taxes
plus

� Fixed charges
Fixed charges include:

� Interest expensed

� Amortized discounts related to indebtedness

� The proportion of rental expense deemed representative of the interest factor by the management of Assurant
Preferred stock currently outstanding is recorded as a liability. Thus, the corresponding dividend is recorded as
interest expense.

-5-
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DESCRIPTION OF DEBT SECURITIES WE MAY OFFER

References to �Assurant,� �us,� �we� or �our� in this section mean Assurant, Inc., and do not include the subsidiaries of
Assurant, Inc. Also, in this section, references to �holders� mean those who own debt securities registered in their own
names, on the books that we or the applicable trustee maintain for this purpose, and not those who own beneficial
interests in debt securities registered in street name or in debt securities issued in book-entry form through one or
more depositaries. When we refer to �you� in this prospectus, we mean all purchasers of the securities being offered by
this prospectus, whether they are the holders or only indirect owners of those securities. Owners of beneficial interests
in the debt securities should read the section below entitled �Legal Ownership and Book-Entry Issuance�.

Debt Securities May Be Senior or Subordinated

We may issue senior or subordinated debt securities. Neither the senior debt securities nor the subordinated debt
securities will be secured by any of our property or assets or the property or assets of our subsidiaries. Thus, by
owning a debt security, you are one of our unsecured creditors.

The senior debt securities and, in the case of senior debt securities in bearer form, any related interest coupons, will be
issued under our senior debt indentures described below and will rank equally with all of our other unsecured and
unsubordinated debt.

The subordinated debt securities and, in the case of subordinated debt securities in bearer form, any related interest
coupons, will be issued under our subordinated debt indenture described below and will be subordinate in right of
payment to all of our �senior indebtedness,� as defined in the subordinated debt indenture. Neither indenture limits our
ability to incur additional unsecured indebtedness.

When we refer to �debt securities� in this prospectus, we mean both the senior debt securities and the subordinated debt
securities issued under the indentures (as defined below).

The Senior and Subordinated Debt Indentures

The senior debt securities are governed by documents called the �senior debt indentures� (the Senior Debt Indenture
dated as of February 18, 2004 between us and U.S. Bank National Association, as successor to SunTrust Bank, as
trustee, which we refer to as the �2004 senior debt indenture�, and the Indenture, dated as of March 28, 2013, between
us and U.S. Bank National Association, as trustee, which we refer to as the �2013 senior debt indenture�), and the
subordinated debt securities are governed by the �subordinated debt indenture� (the Indenture, to be dated as of a date on
or prior to the initial issuance of subordinated debt securities under such Indenture, between us and U.S. Bank
National Association, as trustee, and together with the senior debt indentures, the �indentures�). A number of provisions
of our three indentures are identical; however, the provisions relating to subordination are included only in the
subordinated debt indenture and certain provisions described below under ��Notices�, ��Modification and Waiver of the
Debt Securities�, ��Reports�, ��Restrictive Covenants� and ��Events of Default� vary substantially among the indentures.

Reference to the indenture or the trustee with respect to any debt securities, means the indenture under which those
debt securities are issued and the trustee under that indenture. See ��� Our Relationship with the Trustee�.

The trustee has two main roles:

1. The trustee can enforce the rights of holders against us if we default on our obligations under the terms of the
indentures or the debt securities. There are some limitations on the extent to which the trustee acts on behalf of
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holders, described below under �� Events of Default � Remedies If an Event of Default Occurs�.
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2. The trustee performs administrative duties for us, such as sending interest payments and notices to holders, and
transferring a holder�s debt securities to a new buyer if a holder sells.

The indentures and their associated documents contain the full legal text of the matters described in this section. The
indentures and the debt securities are governed by New York law. A copy of each indenture is an exhibit to our
registration statement. See �Where You Can Find More Information� for information on how to obtain a copy.

We may issue as many distinct series of debt securities under any of the indentures as we wish. The provisions of the
senior debt indentures and the subordinated debt indenture allow us not only to issue debt securities with terms
different from those previously issued under the applicable indenture, but also to �reopen� a previous issue of a series of
debt securities and issue additional debt securities of that series. We may issue debt securities in amounts that exceed
the total amount specified on the cover of your prospectus supplement at any time without your consent and without
notifying you. In addition we may offer debt securities, together with other debt securities, warrants, stock purchase
contracts, preferred stock or common stock in the form of units, as described below under �Description of Units We
May Offer�.

This section summarizes the material terms of the debt securities that are common to all series, although the
prospectus supplement which describes the terms of each series of debt securities may also describe differences from
the material terms summarized here.

Because this section is a summary, it does not describe every aspect of the debt securities. This summary is subject to
and qualified in its entirety by reference to all the provisions of the indenture, including definitions of certain terms
used in the indenture. In this summary, we describe the meaning of only some of the more important terms. For your
convenience, we also include references in parentheses to certain sections of the indenture. Whenever we refer to
particular sections or defined terms of the indenture in this prospectus or in the prospectus supplement, such sections
or defined terms are incorporated by reference here or in the prospectus supplement. You must look to the indenture
for the most complete description of what we describe in summary form in this prospectus.

This summary also is subject to and qualified by reference to the description in the prospectus supplement of the
particular terms of the series of debt securities you are offered. Those terms may vary from the terms described in this
prospectus. The prospectus supplement relating to each series of debt securities will be attached to the front of this
prospectus. There may also be a further prospectus supplement, known as a pricing supplement, which contains the
precise terms of debt securities you are offered.

Under the 2013 senior debt indenture and the subordinated debt indenture (but not the 2004 senior debt indenture), we
may issue the debt securities as original issue discount securities, which will be offered and sold at a substantial
discount below their stated principal amount. (Section 101 of the 2013 senior debt indenture and the subordinated debt
indenture) The prospectus supplement relating to original issue discount securities will describe federal income tax
consequences and other special considerations applicable to them. The debt securities may also be issued as indexed
securities or securities denominated in foreign currencies or currency units, as described in more detail in the
prospectus supplement relating to any of the particular debt securities. The prospectus supplement relating to specific
debt securities will also describe the risks and certain additional tax considerations applicable to such debt securities.

In addition, the specific financial, legal and other terms particular to a series of debt securities will be described in the
prospectus supplement and, if applicable, a pricing supplement relating to the series. The prospectus supplement
relating to a series of debt securities will describe the following terms of the series:
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� the title of the series of debt securities;

� whether it is a series of senior debt securities or a series of subordinated debt securities;

� any limit on the aggregate principal amount of the series of debt securities;
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� the person to whom interest on a debt security is payable, if other than the holder on the regular record date;

� the date or dates on which the series of debt securities will mature;

� the rate or rates, which may be fixed or variable, per annum, at which the series of debt securities will bear
interest, if any, and the date or dates from which that interest, if any, will accrue;

� the place or places where the principal of, premium, if any, and interest on the debt securities is payable;

� the dates on which interest, if any, on the series of debt securities will be payable and the regular record
dates for the interest payment dates;

� any mandatory or optional sinking funds or similar provisions or provisions for redemption at the option of
the issuer or the holder;

� the date, if any, after which and the price or prices at which the series of debt securities may, in accordance
with any optional or mandatory redemption provisions, be redeemed and the other detailed terms and
provisions of those optional or mandatory redemption provisions, if any;

� if the debt securities may be converted into or exercised or exchanged for our common stock or preferred
stock or other of our securities or the debt or equity securities of third parties, the terms on which
conversion, exercise or exchange may occur, including whether conversion, exercise or exchange is
mandatory, at the option of the holder or at our option, the period during which conversion, exercise or
exchange may occur, the initial conversion, exercise or exchange price or rate and the circumstances or
manner in which the amount of common stock or preferred stock or other securities or the debt or equity
securities of third parties issuable upon conversion, exercise or exchange may be adjusted;

� if other than denominations of $1,000 and any integral multiples thereof, the denominations in which the
series of debt securities will be issuable;

� the currency of payment of principal, premium, if any, and interest on the series of debt securities;

� if the currency of payment for principal, premium, if any, and interest on the series of debt securities is
subject to our election or that of a holder, the currency or currencies in which payment can be made and the
period within which, and the terms and conditions upon which, the election can be made;

�
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any index, formula or other method used to determine the amount of payment of principal or premium, if
any, or interest on the series of debt securities;

� the applicability of the provisions described under ��� Restrictive Covenants� and �� Defeasance� below;

� any event of default under the series of debt securities if different from those described under �� Events of
Default� below;

� if the debt securities will be issued in bearer form, any special provisions relating to bearer securities that are
not addressed in this prospectus;

� if the series of debt securities will be issuable only in the form of a global security, the depositary or its
nominee with respect to the series of debt securities and the circumstances under which the global security
may be registered for transfer or exchange in the name of a person other than the depositary or the nominee;
and
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� any other special feature of the series of debt securities.
In addition to the items above, the prospectus supplement relating to a series of debt securities issued under the 2004
senior debt indenture will also describe the following terms of the series:

� the provisions of the indenture, if any, that shall not apply to the series of debt securities;

� the right, if any, to defer payment of interest on the debt securities and the maximum length of any deferral
period; and

� whether the Company shall enter into an exchange and registration rights agreement with respect to the debt
securities.

An investment in debt securities may involve special risks, including risks associated with indexed securities and
currency-related risks if the debt security is linked to an index or is payable in or otherwise linked to a non-U.S. dollar
currency. We will describe these risks in the prospectus supplement relating to specific debt securities.

Overview of Remainder of this Description

The remainder of this description summarizes:

� Additional Mechanics relevant to the debt securities under normal circumstances, such as how holders
transfer ownership and where we make payments;

� Holders� rights in several Special Situations, such as if we merge with another company or if we want to
change a term of the debt securities;

� Subordination Provisions in the subordinated debt indenture that may prohibit us from making payment on
those securities;

� Our right to release ourselves from all or some of our obligations under the debt securities and the indenture
by a process called Defeasance; and

� Holders� rights if we Default or experience other financial difficulties.
Additional Mechanics

Form, Exchange and Transfer

Unless we specify otherwise in the prospectus supplement, the debt securities will be issued:
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� only in fully registered form;

� without interest coupons; and

� in denominations that are even multiples of $1,000 (Section 302 of the 2013 senior debt indenture and the
subordinated debt indenture, Section 3.2 of the 2004 senior debt indenture)

If a debt security is issued as a registered global debt security, only the depositary � e.g., DTC, Euroclear and
Clearstream, each as defined below under �Legal Ownership and Book-Entry Issuance� � will be entitled to

-9-

Edgar Filing: ASSURANT INC - Form S-3ASR

Table of Contents 26



Table of Contents

transfer and exchange the debt security as described in this subsection, since the depositary will be the sole holder of
the debt security. Those who own beneficial interests in a global security do so through participants in the depositary�s
securities clearance system, and the rights of these indirect owners will be governed solely by the applicable
procedures of the depositary and its participants. We describe book-entry procedures below under �Legal Ownership
and Book-Entry Issuance�.

Holders may have their debt securities broken into more debt securities of smaller denominations of not less than
$1,000 or combined into fewer debt securities of larger denominations, as long as the total principal amount is not
changed. (Section 305 of the 2013 senior debt indenture and the subordinated debt indenture, Section 3.5 of the 2004
senior debt indenture) This is called an exchange.

Holders may exchange or transfer debt securities at the office of the trustee. They may also replace lost, stolen or
mutilated debt securities at that office. The trustee acts as our agent for registering debt securities in the names of
holders and transferring debt securities. We may change this appointment to another entity or perform this service
ourselves. The entity performing the role of maintaining the list of registered holders is called the security registrar. It
will also perform transfers. (Section 305 of the 2013 senior debt indenture and the subordinated debt indenture,
Section 3.5 of the 2004 senior debt indenture) The trustee�s agent may require an indemnity against any loss, liability
or expense incurred without negligence or bad faith on its part arising out of or in connection with the acceptance or
administration of the trust or trusts before replacing any debt securities.

Holders will not be required to pay a service charge to transfer or exchange debt securities, but holders may be
required to pay for any tax or other governmental charge associated with the exchange or transfer. The transfer or
exchange will only be made if the security registrar is satisfied with your proof of ownership.

If we designate additional transfer agents, they will be named in the prospectus supplement. We may cancel the
designation of any particular transfer agent. We may also approve a change in the office through which any transfer
agent acts. (Section 1002 of the 2013 senior debt indenture and the subordinated debt indenture, Section 10.2 of the
2004 senior debt indenture)

If the debt securities are redeemable and we redeem less than all of the debt securities of a particular series, we may
block the transfer or exchange of debt securities during the period beginning 15 days before the day we mail the notice
of redemption and ending on the day of that mailing, in order to freeze the list of holders to prepare the mailing. We
may also refuse to register transfers or exchanges of debt securities selected for redemption, except that we will
continue to permit transfers and exchanges of the unredeemed portion of any debt security being partially redeemed.
(Section 305 of the 2013 senior debt indenture and the subordinated debt indenture, Section 3.5 of the 2004 senior
debt indenture)

The rules for exchange described above apply to exchange of debt securities for other debt securities of the same
series and kind. If a debt security is convertible, exercisable or exchangeable into or for a different kind of security,
such as one that we have not issued, or for other property, the rules governing that type of conversion, exercise or
exchange will be described in the prospectus supplement.

Payment and Paying Agents

We will pay interest to the person listed in the trustee�s records at the close of business on a particular day in advance
of each due date for interest, even if that person no longer owns the debt security on the interest due date. That
particular day, usually about two weeks in advance of the interest due date, is called the regular record date and will
be stated in the prospectus supplement. (Section 307 of the 2013 senior debt indenture and the subordinated debt
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indenture, Section 3.10 of the 2004 senior debt indenture) Holders buying and selling debt securities must work out
between them how to compensate for the fact that we will pay all the interest for an interest period to the one who is
the registered holder on the regular record date. The most common manner is to adjust the sale price of the securities
to pro-rate interest fairly between buyer and seller. This prorated interest amount is called accrued interest.

We will pay interest, principal and any other money due on the debt securities at the corporate trust office of the
trustee in the Borough of Manhattan, the City of New York. That office is currently located at U.S. Bank
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National Association, ATTN: Corporate Trust Services, 100 Wall Street, 16th Floor, New York, New York 10005.
Holders must make arrangements to have their payments picked up at or wired from that office. We may also choose
to pay interest by mailing checks.

BOOK-ENTRY AND OTHER INDIRECT HOLDERS SHOULD CONSULT THEIR BANKS, BROKERS OR
OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS FOR INFORMATION ON HOW THEY WILL RECEIVE
PAYMENTS.

We may also arrange for additional payment offices and may cancel or change these offices, including our use of the
trustee�s corporate trust office. These offices are called paying agents. We may also choose to act as our own paying
agent or choose one of our subsidiaries to do so. We must notify holders of changes in the paying agents for any
particular series of debt securities. (Section 1002 of the 2013 senior debt indenture and the subordinated debt
indenture, Section 10.2 of the 2004 senior debt indenture)

Notices

We and the trustee will send notices regarding the debt securities only to holders, using their addresses as listed in the
trustee�s records. (Sections 101 and 106 of the 2013 senior debt indenture and the subordinated debt indenture,
Sections 1.1 and 1.6 of the 2004 senior debt indenture) With respect to who is a legal �holder� for this purpose, see
�Legal Ownership and Book-Entry Issuance�.

Regardless of who acts as paying agent, all money paid by us to a paying agent that remains unclaimed at the end of
two years after the amount is due to holders, in the case of the 2013 senior debt indenture and the subordinated debt
indenture, or at the end of three years after the amount is due to holders in the case of the 2004 senior debt indenture,
will be repaid to us. After that two- or three-year period, holders may look to us for payment and not to the trustee or
any other paying agent. (Section 1003 of the 2013 senior debt indenture and the subordinated debt indenture,
Section 10.5 of the 2004 senior debt indenture)

Special Situations

Mergers and Similar Transactions

We are generally permitted to consolidate or merge with another company or firm. We are also permitted to sell or
lease substantially all of our assets to another company or firm, or to buy or lease substantially all of the assets of
another company or firm. However, we may not take any of these actions unless the following conditions, among
others, are met:

� If we merge with or into another company or firm or sell or lease substantially all our assets to another
company or firm, the other company or firm must be a corporation, partnership or trust organized under the
laws of a State of the United States or the District of Columbia or under federal law, and it must agree to be
legally responsible for the debt securities.

� The merger, sale of assets or other transaction must not cause a default on the debt securities, and we must
not already be in default, unless the merger or other transaction would cure the default. For purposes of this
no-default test, a default would include an event of default that has occurred and not been cured. A default
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for this purpose would also include any event that would be an event of default if the requirements for giving
us notice of our default or our default having to exist for a specific period of time were disregarded.

� It is possible that the merger, sale of assets or other transaction would cause some of our property to become
subject to certain liens or other preferential rights in that property over other lenders, including the holders of
the senior debt securities. We have promised in our senior debt indentures to limit these preferential rights on
voting stock of any Restricted Subsidiary (as defined in the 2013 senior debt indenture) or Principal
Subsidiary (as defined in the 2004 senior debt indenture) as discussed under �� Restrictive Covenants �
Limitation on Liens on Stock of Restricted Subsidiaries and on Issuance or
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Disposition of Stock of Restricted Subsidiaries�. If a merger or other transaction would create any liens on the
voting stock of our Restricted Subsidiaries (as defined in the 2013 senior debt indenture) or Principal
Subsidiaries (as defined in the 2004 senior debt indenture), as applicable, we must comply with that
restrictive covenant. Either the liens will be permitted under the covenant, or we would be required to grant
an equivalent or higher-ranking lien on the same voting stock to the holders of the senior debt securities.

Modification and Waiver of the Debt Securities

There are four types of changes we can make to the indenture and the debt securities issued under that indenture.

Changes Requiring Approval of All Holders. First, there are changes that cannot be made to the indenture or the debt
securities without specific approval of each holder of a debt security affected in any material respect by the change
under a particular debt indenture. Affected debt securities may be all or less than all of the debt securities issued under
that debt indenture or all or less than all of the debt securities of a series.

Following is a list of those types of changes under the 2004 senior debt indenture:

� changing the fixed maturity;

� reducing the principal amount;

� reducing the rate of or changing the time of payment of interest, reducing any premium payable upon the
redemption or changing the time at which the debt security may be redeemed or purchased;

� reducing the percentage of debt securities referred to above, the holders of which are required to consent to
any amendment, supplement or waiver;

� waiving a default or event of default in the payment of principal of or interest or additional
interest, if any, on the debt securities (except a rescission of acceleration of the debt securities by
the holders of at least a majority in aggregate principal amount of a series of debt securities and a
waiver of the payment default that resulted from such acceleration);

� making any debt security payable in money other than that stated in the indenture and the debt securities;

� making any change in the provisions of the indenture relating to waivers of past defaults o
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