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Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a shell company (as defined in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange
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The aggregate market value of the common stock (based upon the closing price) held by non-affiliates of the
Registrant on June 30, 2009 was $399,981,531.

As of March 11, 2010, the number of shares of Registrant's common stock outstanding was:   Class A - 3,425,966 and
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DOCUMENTS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

Documents incorporated by reference:  Portions of the registrant’s definitive proxy statement for the annual meeting of
shareholders to be held June 29, 2010, which will be filed within 120 days after December 31, 2009 are incorporated
by reference into Part III of this report.
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PART I

ITEM 1. BUSINESS

General

National Western Life Insurance Company (hereinafter referred to as "National Western", "Company", or
"Registrant") is a stock life insurance company, chartered in the State of Colorado in 1956, and doing business in
forty-nine states, the District of Columbia, and four U.S. territories or possessions.  National Western is also licensed
in Haiti, and although not otherwise licensed, accepts applications from and issues policies to residents of various
countries in Central and South America, the Caribbean, the Pacific Rim, Eastern Europe and Asia. Such policies are
underwritten, accepted, and issued in the United States upon applications submitted by independent contractors. The
Company provides life insurance products for the savings and protection needs of approximately 142,000
policyholders and for the asset accumulation and retirement needs of 121,000 annuity contract holders.

In 2009, the Company's total assets increased to $7.5 billion at December 31, 2009, from $6.8 billion at December 31,
2008. The Company generated revenues of $568.4 million, $411.1 million and $474.5 million in 2009, 2008 and
2007, respectively. In addition, National Western generated net income of $45.5 million, $33.6 million and $85.4
million in 2009, 2008 and 2007, respectively.

The Company's financial information, including information in this report filed on Form 10-K, quarterly reports on
Form 10-Q, current reports on Form 8-K, and any amendments to the above reports, are accessible free of charge
through the Company's Internet site at www.nationalwesternlife.com or may be viewed at the United States Securities
and Exchange Commission ("SEC") Public Reference Room in Washington, D.C. or at the SEC's Internet site at
www.sec.gov.

Products

National Western offers a broad portfolio of individual whole life, universal life and term insurance plans, and
annuities, including supplementary riders.

Life Products. The Company's life products provide protection for the life of the insured and, in some cases, allow for
cash value accumulation on a tax-deferred basis. These product offerings include universal life insurance ("UL"),
interest-sensitive whole life, and traditional products such as term insurance coverage. Interest sensitive products such
as UL accept premiums that are applied to an account value. Deducted from the account value are costs of insurance
charges which vary by age, gender, plan, and class of insurance, as well as various expense charges. Interest is
credited to account values at a fixed interest rate generally determined in advance and guaranteed for a policy year at a
time, subject to minimum guaranteed rates specified in the policy contract. A slight variation to this general interest
crediting practice involves equity-indexed universal life ("EIUL") policies whose credited interest may be linked in
part to an outside index such as the S&P 500 Composite Stock Price Index ("S&P 500 Index") at the election of
the policyholder. These products offer both flexible and fixed premium modes and provide policyholders with
flexibility in the available coverage, the timing and amount of premium payments and the amount of the death benefit,
provided there are sufficient policy funds to cover all policy charges for the coming year. Traditional products
generally provide for a fixed death benefit payable in exchange for regular premium payments.

Annuity Products. Annuity products sold include flexible premium and single premium deferred annuities,
fixed-indexed annuities, and single premium immediate annuities. These products can be tax qualified or nonqualified
annuities. A fixed single premium deferred annuity ("SPDA") provides for a single premium payment at the time of
issue, an accumulation period, and an annuity payout period commencing at some future date. A flexible premium
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deferred annuity ("FPDA") provides the same features but allows, generally with some conditions, additional
payments into the contract. Interest is credited to the account value of the annuity initially at a current rate of interest
which is guaranteed for a period of time, typically the first year. After this period, the interest credited is subject to
change based upon market rates and product profitability subject to a minimum guaranteed rate specified in the
contract. Interest accrues during the accumulation period generally on a tax-deferred basis to the contract holder. After
a number of years specified in the annuity contract, the owner may elect to have the proceeds paid as a single payment
or as a series of payments over a period of time. The owner is permitted at any time during the accumulation period to
withdraw all or part of the annuity account balance subject to contract provisions such as surrender charges and
market value adjustments. A fixed-indexed deferred annuity performs essentially in the same manner as SPDAs and
FPDAs with the exception that, in addition to a fixed interest crediting option, the contract holder has the ability to
elect an interest crediting mechanism that is linked, in part, to an outside index such as the S&P 500 Index. A single
premium immediate annuity ("SPIA") foregoes the accumulation period and immediately commences an annuity
payout period.
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Distributions of the Company's direct premium revenues and deposits by product type are provided below.

Years Ended December 31,
2009 2008 2007

(In thousands)
Annuities:
Single premium deferred $15,707 4,417 3,808
Flexible premium deferred 309,424 116,902 112,472
Fixed-indexed deferred 489,180 281,649 316,848
Single premium immediate 23,266 7,165 4,637

Total annuities 837,577 410,133 437,765

Universal life insurance 173,167 170,933 168,279
Traditional life and other 19,580 20,698 22,310

Total direct premiums and deposits collected $1,030,324 601,764 628,354

Operating Segments

The Company manages its business between Domestic Insurance Operations and International Insurance
Operations.  For segment reporting purposes, the Company's annuity business, which is predominantly domestic, is
separately identified. The Company also has a Corporate segment, which consists of the assets and activities that have
not been allocated to any other operating segment.

Domestic Insurance Operations. The Company is currently licensed to do business in all states and the District of
Columbia, except for New York.  Products marketed are annuities, universal life insurance, and traditional life
insurance, which include both term and whole life products.  The majority of domestic sales are the Company's
annuities. National Western markets and distributes its domestic products primarily through independent national
marketing organizations ("NMO").  These NMOs assist the Company in recruiting, contracting, and managing
independent agents.  The Company's agents are independent contractors who are compensated on a commission
basis.  At December 31, 2009, the Company's NMO relationships had contracted approximately 7,300 independent
agents with the Company.  Nearly 31% of these contracted agents submitted policy applications to the Company in the
past twelve months. At December 31, 2009, the Company had nearly 70,000 domestic life insurance policies in force
representing over $2.5 billion in face amount of coverage and 121,000 annuity contracts representing account balances
of $5.2 billion.

International Insurance Operations. National Western's international operations generally focus on foreign nationals in
upper socioeconomic classes.  Insurance products are issued primarily to residents of countries in Central and South
America, the Caribbean, the Pacific Rim, Eastern Europe, and Asia. Issuing policies to residents of countries in these
different regions provides diversification that helps to minimize large fluctuations that could arise due to various
economic, political, and competitive pressures that may occur from one country to another.  Products issued to
international residents are almost entirely universal life and traditional life insurance products. However, certain
annuity and investment contracts are also available. At December 31, 2009, the Company had 72,000 international life
insurance policies in force representing nearly $16.2 billion in face amount of coverage.

International applications are submitted by independent contractors, consultants and broker-agents, many of whom
have been submitting policy applications to National Western for 20 or more years.  The Company had relationships
with approximately 4,000 independent international individuals at December 31, 2009, over 41% of which submitted
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policy applications to the Company in the past twelve months.

There are some inherent risks of accepting international applications which are not present within the domestic market
that are reduced substantially by the Company in several ways. As previously described, the Company accepts
applications from foreign nationals in upper socioeconomic classes who have substantial financial resources. This
targeted customer base coupled with National Western's conservative underwriting practices have historically resulted
in claims experience, due to natural causes, similar to that in the United States.  The Company minimizes exposure to
foreign currency risks by requiring payment of premiums and claims in United States dollars. In addition, experience
with the international products for over forty years and the Company's longstanding business relationships further
serve to minimize risks.
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Geographical Distribution of Business. The following table depicts the distribution of the Company's premium
revenues and deposits.

Years Ended December 31,
2009 2008 2007

(In thousands)

United States domestic products:
Annuities $821,361 398,312 421,497
Life insurance 58,825 59,412 57,770

Total domestic products 880,186 457,724 479,267

International products:
Annuities 16,215 11,821 16,268
Life insurance 133,923 132,219 132,819

Total international products 150,138 144,040 149,087

Total direct premiums and deposits collected $1,030,324
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